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Finding beauty

Artist and seulptor Jane Downes sees beaury where others see rubbish,

From the fowse that possums once inhabired chrough ro rusced old saws,
she transforms the unlovable inro the loved.
Words Shelley Robinson

ALCVE: Froen bees 1o dandiefione, |ane Dhovwrss creates sodploses that are wisgired bee thengs that ofbers may rot find so beautiful

Fl"the bush had mowved imand 5o had the possums
at a Little River house, Soufptor and forrner
rtenor desgner fane Downes surveyed the derelict
Maontgomery Road property in front of her, which
e soan-to-be-husband Mara had brought her te
There hiad been two atbempts toroof ik but nether
Fad seen through the jok and there were natus
water features as a result. The 19705 wall oven; sxill
wwith the plastic on it, was rusted. The cabinatry weas
thera bt hadn't heen instaled. It was almost as
thoasgh the people had last interest partesay throwsgh
the project and wandered off, leaving the possums
B weancess n

Most people would gucky fold themsehses back
ritc their car and tear off, wheels squealing, down
the road back to safety, admenshing whoever had
Brought thern to such 2 place: But not Jane.

She lowes the unlowvahle, transformring things that
athers deer to e ugly into their Tull beauty: a
fairy podmcthar, iF pou will, From bug and insect
soulptures To, ves, ever Bauses filled with possurs,

It wears 25 when they viseed the propery. and

r 200 | they bought it

"We oriy paid land vaiue The structure of
the house was cver-enginsered o its time, with
concrete foundations and reinforcing. 1t was
cefiritely wiarth the effcet,” says [ane, then pauses

"Theugh | doert think Fd swant 1o do it again,” she
Sdds, wailh thal quiet checkie she has 11 Toak e
Lo andd a hall years to restome the property with
acal builder Calum Schenkel

With gorgecus high cedlings, exposed beams and
bwbbde windiores, J2ne and ergineer Mare slowdy
coaxed the Pouse out of hiding, leaving behind its
wrild past and creating an artist’s Pedeaway restied in
A Little Riser yalbey,
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It is one of those places you oould wist several
tenes, wet each tirme discowver something you hadn't
zeen Before, 1Tis a ventable museum for those who
leree Trsern, colour &nd struetures due o the mMarny
sl | I:.'|=|g_|r';_a_'_-. i.;||1||_:'_. ared eoleustul Turmiture With
a whale wall of lamps, it 15 clear lightng 15 Jane's
passiEn

"I'viz colected lzmnps from my travels, and nerds
af aurs wired wp this house foe us, | think they
counted up that | had 50 pendants, =o it was quite a
jaby — a whale weall display of table lamps” she says,

Thes howse bas Clung tooits [ 578 vibe, weith bright
luora-calours on chars, e e crche e e
couch, ard a plaful seat seemingly made of gart-
sized pieces of Febales candy,

Far jane, howeser, there are three specsal places
wwithire ths space she arnd Mano have oreated,

Her office & the odginal lzundry, @ buge roam Full
af Eaht where she designs her sousptures an her
cormputers the camport studea for the "dety s1uff,
ke packagng up sculplures Tar delvery; ard the
workshop st dowwn the kill 3 bit from the: hause
for thee “reathy dirty stuff”, ke cutting with the
el plasma tordn and hand-mioulding sculptures.
Ard she and Mano reed that space bacause

bier whiirnzical et captivating stulptures of 30
dandelicrs, bees, honeyoomb, bugs and silhausties
Ara I"‘.._J_g_.'-_-l'_-' oLl

I gl gquate wccesslul, | neser imagined you
coukd make a g as an artesl bul the way we do
it opow can, she says

lhat way & through repetution. Due 1o
technology, |ane can design a sculpture on the
cornn utar and pop it on a LSB stick far Mario. He
heads. to the warkshoo 1o plug inthe TRC plasma
cutter aned s dosery 3 shesat of steal, sourded as

“It’s gor quite successful. | never imagined you could make a living
(5 (11 tT]TJ-."'i]_.. Ir]‘HI' |"|IE|!1 Ny e r.;rﬂ J-I'.'1 Wi CEI. "
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secends from steel manulaciurers, and the
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P fuchey weorking in 30 whereas a

pdinber cary't [de repetdsn] unbegs they po
L W ) L '-;-'I"-_: | CEN SoEnd & dFy OF TWo On
the cormputes makey &0 arteark, get my
prototvpe. Unce M pot it N spend a couple
of wseks getteg the desgn nght Then | can
wsan producmg them and that makes 1t mome
sfardabie for pundode, sahnc s wihat | haee asmed
for. 1 s remally pce 1o s peaple with ther frss
Frtwoor, 10 b2 able 1o do that, " she s3ys

R fou RS a0 ity Places, ik the Liftla
Hvar Craflery, and she seds gnbme theough ber
crraseed Products bramd. Sha thought the had
Exnmisiedy e ooteEnhs cuElomesr Bame, Bt e

March Conid-19 lockd own and 2ftermath prossed
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thes” products. she receied thrae yaars worth
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ticwing ower as shie 3o aboyr the
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sodnnune, Her mvind ardd hands, she
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she stours sedond-mand shops and
markels Eo source thirees Thal Ol hes
peaple fmd unlovabfe in onder to
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“My husband calls me a magpie: | juse collece sparkly things. Even my friends know

o "n'p h'.*mlqn aside. I'm .:."::.l_‘;'} .'-.!lq*l.llhu.; ap .~'J|~.1,'I.~ _,'i*i-' oreaswre thac | can use.”

RECOVER YOUR LOVED FURNITURE
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